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Cover: Snorri Sturluson by Haukur
Stefansson. By kind permission of
Snorrastofa director,
Bergur borgeirsson

Peamy Prejads ™
SNORRI

A LAMENT
NANCY JASPER © 2015

Snorri Sturluson was the Icelandic writer
who preserved the stories of earlier
Norse mythology. He was also a

politician. His enemies murdered him
in 1241.
- Nancy Jasper
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Snorri Learns The World Is Wide

Snorri’s journey toward wisdom
began

when a woman offered to cut away
his father’s eye,

a gesture

towards an old story.

His father kept the eye,

traded the threat

for a transaction.

his youngest son,

brokered

into a world of influence and learning.
Snorri was three years old.

He left his father’s home.

He would learn to love libraries,
and to scheme east,

across the water.

He would learn the world is wide
and its coasts,

deeply indented.
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The Old Poems

He loves

the difficult
tradition

of the old poem:s.
He loves

their stealth

and indirection.
Alost honey
enters his blood.



